
The New Jersey Soccer Group 
374 Speedwell Ave,  
Morris Plains, NJ 
07950 

www.njsoccergroup.com 
info@njsoccergroup.com 

Phone: 973-315-3098 
Fax: 973-315-3104 

THE NEW JERSEY 
SOCCER GROUP 

Morristown, NJ, June 12th 2009  
  Colonials Remove Sting with Convincing Win 

 
The Morris County Colonials chalked up an historic first franchise win with a convincing 5-1 victory over Maine Sting.  In 
front of a record attendance at Millburn High School, the Colonials were determined to put right the 2-0 defeat against the 
Bangor outfit the previous weekend.  The Sting, buoyed by their 2-2 tie with conference leaders Long Island Academy 24 
hours earlier, were keen to put in another good performance to improve their playoff chances. 
 
Spectators were still settling into their seats when the Colonials opened the scoring.  Good combination play down the right 
wing led to a hard, low Chris Vaccaro cross expertly converted from just outside the 6-yard box by the onrushing James 
Hohnau after only 45 seconds. Scoring the first goal of the game had been a challenge for the Colonials until this point so 
the relief was palpable.  Now, the next challenge was to ensure they had not scored too early and allow the Sting back into 
the game.  Unfortunately, a poor piece of defending on the quarter-hour saw the Sting equalize when a free-kick delivered 
to the far post was headed back and tapped in by Pete McHugh. The remainder of the first half saw the Colonials gradually 
get back into their stride with some good quality possession while the Sting’s only threat came from exploiting any poor 
passes made by the home team.  In his first start, Steve Jakubowski’s strength and aerial prowess gave the Colonials a 
much-needed physical presence in attack and he consistently won 50/50s in the air and was holding the ball up for the 
midfield pair of Hohnau and Donado.  Donado was reveling in finding pockets of space just behind 
the attackers, spraying the ball with good quality passes to wide areas. 
 
Emerging from a half-time score of 1-1, the Colonials could sense the win.  Reducing unforced   
errors and being more clinical in front of goal would be key and Rob Alman’s team took the field 
with a plan of attack, determined to take care of business. Sam Bryant, looking more comfortable 
at left-back, took the initiative in the 50th minute when he strode forward with the ball from his 
own half.  Gathering momentum after a quick one-two, Bryant’s powerful run saw him enter the 
penalty box and finish convincingly to put the Colonials ahead.  As the Sting’s heads dropped, the 
Colonials continued to attack with enthusiasm.  In the 66th minute, a Trey Kukwa corner played 
over the Sting’s defense saw Jonny Donado volley home beautifully from a tight angle to extend 
the lead to 3-1.  The Colonials’ soccer now became a joy to behold with fluid attacking movement 
and Jakubowski continuing to pose problems for the Sting’s defense. The extra confidence now 
evident in the home team’s play saw a fourth goal of top quality come from a perfectly executed 
free-kick by Jonny Donado.  His left foot shot from 25 yards had the pace and precision to leave 
the Sting ‘keeper grasping thin air in a vain effort to stop the ball rocketing into the net.  The goal, 
scored with fifteen minutes remaining, was Donado’s third of the season. The icing on the cake came in the 83rd minute 
from Millburn HS alumnus Andrew Zalk who scored on home turf when his well placed header from Marco Gaspar’s cross 
made it 5-1.   
 
It had taken a while for the Colonials to register their first victory, but it tasted even sweeter after so much hard work by 
Head Coach Rob Alman.  His players, after learning from their tough losses, implemented Alman’s philosophy, executed the 
game plan and were understandably elated at the final whistle.  The Colonials can now look forward to the second half of 
the season with the possibility of a push for the play-offs.  Their next fixture sees a local derby away to New York Athletic 
Club on June 21st.   
 
The Colonials are a member of the New Jersey Soccer group; a management group providing a full range of 
soccer services in Northern NJ. 
 
More about the Colonials at  www.ColonialSoccer.com  
More about the NPSL at    www.NPSL.info/  
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