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Colonials Welcome Back Players 

 
The Morris County Colonials are pleased to report a number of influential players from the inaugural 2008 season will return for 
their 2009 National Premier Soccer League (NPSL) campaign. The Colonials, led by Head Coach Rob Alman, will compete in the 
East Conference of the NPSL, the highest amateur level of men’s soccer in the country.  
 
Returning to the Colonials from Wesleyan University is goalkeeper Matt Gnall. A player with an NJ State Championship to his 
name, Gnall has an aggressive style of play, always looking to launch a quick counter attack, and will provide strong leadership at 
the back for the Colonials. Lining up in front of Gnall on defense will be Marco Gaspar. Having 
played in numerous positions in the 2008 season, the versatility and work ethic of Gaspar will again 
be much valued by the Colonials. 
 
The Colonials welcome back attacking midfield duo Billy Collins and Jonathan Yazo for their second 
season with the Colonials.  Collins returns to the Colonials after helping the UMass Minutemen to a 
10-7-3 record and an appearance in the NCAA tournament this past season. Comfortable with the 
ball on either foot, Collins possesses an excellent passing range and a great ability to shoot from 
distance, he will be influential in threatening opposing defenses this summer.  Yazo, currently    
studying at Ramapo College, returns for his second season with the Colonials following a strong 
debut NPSL campaign. The winner of the 2008 goal of the season award for a memorable acrobatic 
volley against Maine Sting, Yazo is a lively, energetic forward that will bring an abundance of      
creativity to the Colonials forward line.  Another attacking threat for the Colonials will be Monmouth 
University’s Jorge Blacido. A fast-paced player who enjoys running at opponents, Blacido went on a 
goalscoring streak in the latter stages of the 2008 season and the Colonials will be hoping he will 
pick up where he left off.  
 
A late addition to the Colonials roster in the 2008 season, Jean Pierre Berr-Perez made a great impact on the team with his ability 
to control the tempo of games from midfield. Able to make an impact from the start of the 2009 season, the Colonials will depend 
on the skilful Brazilian’s experience to guide them through the season. The final returning names for the Colonials are Andrew Zalk 
and Bryan Bodner. Zalk, a former State Cup winner with the Morris United Mayhem, earned a reputation as one of the hardest 
working players on the Colonials’ roster in 2008. His speed, combined with his power and desire to win should see Zalk regularly 
appear on the Colonials’ score sheet this term. A product of the Colonials youth system, Bodner is the youngest player on the   
Colonials’ roster. Having gained precious experience in 2008, the Colonials will be hoping for Bodner to take on more responsibility 
this term and build on solid appearances last term.   
 
Head Coach Rob Alman, who masterminded the Colonials’ encouraging finish to the season last year expressed his feelings as 
the season approaches: “I’m glad to have many players returning from last season, players who have proven themselves to be 
dedicated and hard working but who also now have a season’s worth of experience behind them at this level. This experience will 
mean they are better equipped for the challenges we will face as a squad this year.” With new faces joining the Colonials roster to 
be announced shortly, the Colonials are gearing up for the start of the season. The Colonials will travel to Eastern PA to face 2009 
expansion team the Pocono Snow in their season opener on May 17th before hosting the Boston Aztecs in their first home game 
on May 31st.  
 
The Morris County Colonials are the Northern NJ member of the National Premier Soccer League, an independent national league 
representing the highest level of amateur soccer in the United States. As an amateur league, our players are typically playing with 
high level college programs through the fall, and play with us from the middle of May through the start of August. The team plays in 
the East Conference, with the six regional conference winners from around the country playing-off for the National 
Championship. The Morris County Colonials are part of the New Jersey Soccer Group, a management company for 
a family of soccer based organizations offering a full range of soccer services in New Jersey.  
 
 
More about the Colonials at  www.colonialsoccer.com  
More about the NPSL at    www.npsl.info/  
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